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FOREWORD 


“fing picture iy worth ten thausaed wards” 


Washmgran Post, 26 puly 1935 


Having glanced Lhrough this remarkable album of ever four hundred rare and 
evacanve phocographs, | paused oo refecc on die well-krcwn [But often mis- 
quoted) statement abowe. | could not help but feel chat each image actually 
conveys more than that many words could bring to bear, 

This unique: tore brings together, far thee first lire, a visual story cf che life ef 
the Mamdhari sekhs' revered ypinrual leader, Sri Satguru Partap Sineh |i fg March 
4860 - 23 August 95a). Aba piccorial commenmoracon of his life and achieve- 
ments, it serves to highlighe his dedicacion te improving the lot of che people 
whos lives he touched He cared net only fer their spiritual well-being, but alse 
their religious, eoanemic and colonial ernancpation, providiag wispiraiar ar 
how to live an echically- and envirecimnencally-cined eascence. Half a century 
alter his passing, he concinwes to be a reac source of inspiration to many com- 
munities in India and abroad. 

Sri Sateuru Partap Singh |i was born in the village of Sri Bhaini Sahib sinuared 
in District Ludhiana, Punjab, at atime when the Wamedhari Sikhs were under 
pulice surveillance, His parents, Sci Satguru Hari Singh Jiane Mata Jiven Kavar 
fi, and ether members of che farnihy were made virtual prisoners in cheir bonne 
soon after the arrest in 2872 of Sri Sanguru Ram Singh Ji, the spiritual leader of 
the Mamadhari Sikhs and elder brother of Sti Satgune Hari Singh Ji. Their filers, 
the British rulers of the period, had become increasinely suspicious of the teach: 
pgs Of this nan-vielent and non-co-aperstive spirit! carnrrncidy, Ibs Faurrler, 
Sri Satguru Ram Singh |i, had kick-started the movernent for Inedia’s freeckain 
in 1857, a strugele that would lead his Mamdhari Sikh devarees once a collision 
course with che Raj. The auchorides deemed the movemenc to be a enous 
threat to the stability of the British Empire, In order oo curs another potentially 
Hiastrous uprising among the masses, the leader of the riceenverrt herd te be 
summarily dealt with. Thus. Sri Satguru Rar Singh |i vas whisked away fren 
Punjab and sence across che “Black Warners’ to Rangoon in 172. In his wake, the 
village of Sn Bhaini Sahib was placed under a sieme chat would remain in place 
for the next Afty-ome years. 

In the absence of Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji, bis younger brother, Sri Sateuru 
Hari Singh fi, led che community, Following bis demise on a7 May yas, his 
Eneen-year-old son, Sri Sarguru Partap Singh |i, took on the leadership of the 
Mamdhari Sikh community. He lived wnder the gaze of the authorities uncil 24 
May ea when the restrictions on his mowemencs and that of che community 
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were finally littecl 

This must have been ain incredible cime for the Mamdhari Sikhs—one can 
only imagine just haw amazing it must have been for these devotees to be 
able ta welcome their Guru in cheir cn homes, businesses, werksieops. | met 
him asa child in early 250s, and will never forget his smiling face, bright eyes, 
traditional white, hame-spun cotten attire, and pleasane speech. Ochers whe 
have had the opportunity of being in Sri Sacguru |i: presence have describerl 
ro ne his uniquely charamatic personality. His unceasing hospitality left chose 
who came inte cancacc with him teeling a close affinity ane a special band. This 
included chese who did mat profess any parlcular faich. Gurbaksh Singh, a well 


known @galicanan writer and editor of the Punjabi magazine ‘Proeclari’ wrote: 


Adahend Portap Sirigh ji is far me the most enchanting ana beculiful 
fuser belng | have know, | have aret many religious ladders in eds 
courity end aired bet only be hes given oe happiness at the human 
level... Jhave great resbect for 4s burmanity, and is cormmmurty are 

a humate, hardworking and skilled people. | om highly appresietive of 
their simplicity and their core for humanity An ordinary Nerelfce 
Sikh maintains o discipline and code of conduct thet is free frat 
astentation and complicated ntuals at ther weddiegs, deaths and otrer 
accasions, which is the weekress of athers... fle righteous Mamaia 
Sikh traditions hove green thers a pend wey of life ane tas a scleatifts 
person, conproulote thee for ib” 


Ibis. a matoer of regret char, despite the popularity of the camera in India (where 
it was frst introduced in go, a year aver the deach of Maharaja Ranjit Singh), 
relatively few images of Sri Saiguru Parcap Singh ji and the Mamdhari Sikhs were 
taken while they remained confined in Sri Bhaini Sahib under police surveillance. 
When the police condos was eventually lifted in 123, chat dearth ways queckly 
made up for by a community with much to celebrate. 

For the followers af Sci Sarguru Ji, the trarsiticn front che lang period of 
bleakness to one of light and hope was craverially assisced by the carnera. By 
the midag2os, photography had become a well-escablished medium for clecu- 
menting people, places and events. [ts presence ushered in a mew era ol spiritual 
intimacy for Namdhari Sikhs who were now able to keep any nurnber of images 
of cheir belowed Guru in their hame for the purposes of darshan’ 


The collection presented here is broadly organised ince three geographical 
sections India, Fase Africa and Thailand. The presence of Wamdhari Sikh corm 
munities in Ease Africa and Thailand is beliewed to have begun im the acs, 


* Translated! Irina aclide fy A Kanwal, Meenthari Sangram Peadecpia [Ooventrs urdaed’. 
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presumably after the litting of police restriccions. With Sri Sacguru Ji's blessings, 
the Namedhari Sikhs tefr Punjab te cake advantage of the opening af oppeartuni- 
bees ire these listen lanicls, 

Since che nun of the aach century, Sikh craftsmen, arosans and engineers 
had been recruined from india and gencoo Ease Africa co build the intrascructure 
for the British colonies of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda, any of these men 
were unable co take their families with therm at chat tines, arc were only able wo 
bring them over to bast Africa alter a rurmber of years oF service. By way of an 
example fran the Namdhari sikh community, | cane co learn chac Mrs Balwant 
Kaur Bharti, who was raised 2: a Mardhari Sikh in Punjab, joined her haestare! 
in Mairobi, Kenya, in apg atter he had treeelled there many years pireyeuusly. Mars 
Bhatti’s arrival provided a welcome spiritual boost to her own and orher Sikh 
Families in Marrobi, Gyer time, a seriall Narmdhan Sikh community developed 
tinier he guidance of Suba Lal Singh Ji. This burgeoning corcmunicy welcomed 
Sai Satmurd Partap Sing |i on his Arec visit to Ease Atrica tin 1953 Sri Sanguru Ji's 
memory of tamilies across the generanons was phenomenal —it is saicl that 
when he blessed the family home with his presence, he intreachiced Mins Bhai 
to the main Mamilhart preacher, art Nedhan Sings Alii: To you kro veo 
chit lady a? She is che granddaughcer of Baba Bhagwan Singh of Batharwale in 
Sialkot District. 

Sn Sacauru [i's waits had a tremendous impact an dv Sikh communities in 
East Attica. Such was che influence of his teachings chac many chose to Follow the 
Namdhari Sikh faith tracdicion and become partefa worth edible religious, erioral 
ana ethical community, The Marrnidhart Sikh community gree from strength oc 
strength, blessed by subsequent spiritual sajouris from Sri Sarmuru Ji. 

Those vito sectled in Thailand did so mainly as small family-run businesses 
in the textiles and furniture trades. Vihen | visiced Thailand in the was, | hal 
the opportunity of moeting third- anc fourth-generation Mamelhari Sikhs in 
Bangkok, Chieng Mat arc Patays, These were fully integrated in the: local coe 
nhiuimAily, spoke on Thal and ran Chai inatenutines, pel bee rien wore turbans ard 
the women tradici¢nal Punjabi claches. Virtually averpane | mec expressed 
pracioude co Sri Sareuru Partap Singh Ji tor having Blessed cheir toretarhers six 
on seven decades earlier in their quest to And a livelihood in Thailane, On the 
whole, Che 4 DIETETRUIP LY PENT a ES PICS PETES Cordes, 


For me, the power of this picconal biography lies in irs ability to convey the 
acrength of relationship becween a quintessential spiritual mascer aid his dis- 
ciples. Whecher we are bebolding evenrs at headquarers in Punjab, or wieits 
acress Inclia and abroad, several sigmiheant themes emerge im this callection: the 
blessing of devotees with spiritual susterinces political and secular ergagerrents 
inter-religiaus harmeny; environmental pracection; ad animal canservanon 
and welfare 
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At Si Bhaini Sahib, $1 Sateure ji touched many lives during garverings such 
as che Hola Mohalla of the completion of che reading of scriptures. Take image 
g for example, which was shot in 1951. We are creen inte a very spec al cere: 
a bustling congregadion sits on mats in the share of [he trees, ‘istening to the 
chasing ceremony (bhog] of soo unbroken readings fakhand paths, of the Addi 
Granch. Volunteers (sevadars! at diflerenc vantage ponies aesist congregants, 
while tan attendees stand clase to the Guru's seat, One cannot helps bot be 
impressed by, and co savour. che depth of devotion, Such events brouget people 
in thelr hundreds of thousands to Sri Bhai Sahib and other sacred places such 
as Sri |ivan Magar mar Sirsa. 

Anocher fayvourtte is image 953. [tis a wonderful scene of an orelircary farnily 
homein East Africa. Sri Satguru fiis coming chrough tha doerwy, besices which 
alitele girlis hiding, perhaps to catch a glimpse but not to be seen. Most home 
wisits show noc jusc the key members of che host family but also those who 
travelled with Sri Satguru |i his sens, Sri Gatguna) Jagjic Singh |i and. Maharaja 
Bir Singh J and the entourage of preachers, musicians and persona atvereiarnls. 

Sri Satgaru Partap Singh [i's visits to devotees settled im foreign climes re- 
flects the progress of modes of transport. Throughout this work we encounter 
travel by horseback in India, by ship armel car ort vats bo Thailand beginiting in 
1933, and the trst visit to East Afneca ines, followed by cravel By air co Dorch 
countries In later years, 

Before and after 1az, the year when India achieved its indepencence from 
the British Empire, Sri Satguru Partap Singh |i: ascute leadership wasa significart 
factor in securing individuals cheir human rights, and a ratian ite freedom. A 
decade on from the successful Congress sessars held in Lahore in i925, the 
Congress Party uncer the leadership of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, Maulana 
Habibullah, Or. Partalshi Sitaramimayya and Saif-ud-Deen Kitch lew care te9 Sth 
Bhan Saki te shape the Freedom Scrategy’ timages tq—32), Desprte the re- 
strctiuns imposed by the colonial government, the Namedhari sikh carinunicy 
ensured a plencitul supply of food. shelter and heres to enable che session to 
reach a successful conclusion, 

Sri Satguru Ji also attenced che Congress Campaign sessions hosted in Drihi 
and chowhere. lage 43, taken on & Aumust 1946, a year before Indepercbernc 
Dey shows Sei Sarguru Parcap Singh Ji with cher key leackerships al the letdepend- 
ence Movement, both nationally and in Punjah; Raj Gepal Acharya, Vallabh 
Bhai Patel, Udham Singh Nagoke ancl Partap Singh Kairon. In post-colonial 
India, Kairon became Punjab’ chief runistes, Patel [ndia’s home rainiscer, and. 
Acharya the frst governorgeneral. Pandit Nehru, Independent India’ frst prime 
minister, came 6o Sri Bhaini Sahib in 1g52 to seek Sri Satguru i's blessings limages 
q2o—122}. Another regular visitor was che Akali Sikh leaden, Master Tara Singh 
(images 166-174). All these characters and gathernas that loomed large in an 
eventhulera ane well illustrated in chis wonderful collecoon. 
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S71 Sal guru Ji stood for imtra- and inter-religious harmony, As carly as 1929, 
we glimpse him having discourses with sadhue aind sancs of acher faith traditions 
(images 6-7). On 1g Qoinber rag. he held che frst all Sikh Ecumenical Coaler- 
ence in which many Sikh religious orders were represented: che Mirmala Sikh 
Manda, the Radha Swamis, the Nihang Sakhs of Buddha Dal and the Akali Dal 
political party fimages 16-20). He participated in ise Beat events with ocher 
Sikh leadership, such as the cleaning (kar sewa) of che holy pools attacker! te 
sacred Sikh shrines in Arriritsaranel Fatehgarh Sahib. In 19.43 Princess Bamba, the 
eldest daughter of che lasc Sikh ruler af Punjab, Maharaja Quleep Singh, joined 
Sr Satpur [i at Lahore co celebrate che festival af Basar wong with ocher lead. 
ers fram the Sikh community (image 54). In Manch of chac year, Sri Salgur fi 
organised the Sikh-Hinedu Unity Conference and was oie of the key faich leaders 
at the Sarava Dharina Sarnrnelara, the Inter-religious Conference at the Sanaran 
Dharma College held in Delhi ari ag April vss, Lirmage 96). 

A strong advocare of che vegetarian way of life, Sri Saturu i's attendance 
at Che International Vegetarian Conference in 1945. alongside Faatlethist, British 
and Italian delegates (image v1), rejuvenaced the vegetarian cause, particularly 
aL a time when Meat consumption was becoming increasingly associated with 
material progress. He also taughe how to care for the envingnmenc and che 
tyra of creatures reliant upen it for sustenance and sheleer. 

fi Satgune Partap Singh Ji’s passion for Indian classical music and his own 
expertise in singing shabads and playing che dilruba (a sinnged instrument] 
encouraged many Muslim, Hindu and Sikh musicians to give perfuemances in 
his presence, a tradition chat has been preserved under the current leadership 
uf Sri Sateuru Jagjit Singh fi. 

Iris saicl that he foresaw the tragedy of Punjafys Partition, which digolaced 
millions either side of the newly created border brought about by the scab 
lishment a new Islantic state, Pakistan, A significant piece of desert bane, ape 
proximately one hundred miles from Delhi and near Sirsa, was acquired well 
beforehand to be given to his refugee-followers on cheir arrival oo a ‘free’ India. 
Wneler his guidance and with his blessing, their hand werk bore fruic: che bar- 
ren site wits converted inte prime agricultural lane! with a thriving community 
which today is known as Sri Jivan Magar Organic farming os championed here, 
Biving rise co consisrencty exceptional crop yields, [tis worth nering that our 
aisL-centuiry-mocern-world hat declarecl modern chemical avd techmalesical 
fanning as nat being very conducive co gouel health, |am sure that Sri Satguru 
Jiwould have applauded the greater awareness of the reintroduction of argainic 
methods in the west, 

Hit passion and rapport with animals is well known. lt was the special care 
and attention which he gave to horses. cows and buffaloes diac wen hm many 
national awards chrouchout his life. His anirnal farms were extolled across bidia 
and abroad. (ts especially signiticanc chat while en their visit to India iin ress. 


NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


i 


ian yer areal 


aa aah diet at OS | Peet Sop sat fers [en olf 
aa et ches a ates pier deur Go oad oe 
fat far sgt ue ape gaia os Chees TA os 
bit Aedatt Sere ee ee 

foot fF: wars af alse ete ae ae merge 
ot usraet wait fs eH! St aes mars Fe al 
2 mgs ot feet a Se dt fee pore fea gala 
cecal ysHeat Aas eye fed salto | 

eps) @ use de fen Snes ¢ Auer a 
Widens Su fos et eedet Hfosg & et rere A 
?oman mw feR A HueE ge A | 

Ti say dle oe mer ments pacts AWE 
aoe de feu ufaeee or free watied [ie ee 
Rea ct fret sue & ufos, fame Yes deste 
So i prters canis fri ol # fe DE, Ser ge fee 
Waar 2 pone Haale Tel 


davai wet Fy 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


the Russian leaders Mikolai Bulganin anc Nikita Khruschev visitee! §ri Khaini 
Sahib to learn che secrets of rearing ancl caring for animals, ancl oo understand 
why they were che best in India, They Found that che wild armrrnials aed the bircs, 
including parrocs, sparrows and peacocks, lived in perfect harmony with pucple 
hecause their habitats were resected. Those whe have listened oo the pre-dawn 
classical singing of Asa di Var ac Sri Bhaini Satnh would have enjoyest | he chorus 
of che birds ina similar vein co the musicians, a glimpse of a perfecc paradise. 

Aswe commemorate the sath anniversary of his leaving this roundane world for 
his heavenly aborle, we are indebred te Sri Satguru |i, who has by his presence 
provided us with a golden link, indeed a golden chread, which permeates each 
and every image of chis uvparalleled collection. Its compiles, Harjinder Sing Kan 
wal, deserves our sincere thanks for his yearnan’s service in making this material 
availaiale co all who wish to have a sight of one whe was ‘the most illuminated. 


Charanjic Ajitsingh [tr] 
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PREFACE 


With the benign blessings and umerring patronage ofSn Saveur lagjic Singh |i, it 
is my honour te beable te present Lo the world Visitors of tie Most Mimineted 
Photographs of fei Saigaru Partap Singh Ji. | offer cis publication as a humble 
tribute co the soch anniversary of the passing of che spiritual mantle (rer S0i 
Sarguru Partap Singh ito hissen and successor Sri Satgueu lage Singh |i. 

This project is probably the most comprehensive study of phocographic 
material of any Sikh Guru ina single publicaron. When | chink back ta when it 
all began, | probably enbarked upon che endeavour in ey subconscious tong Ge- 
fore | consciously began to seriously collece the images that are now before you, 

It all started back in my hometown of Mairabi in Kenya. | count impel 
Blessed te be bern inte a cdeyceat Mamclhari Gomily in ye4. My lace Facher, Save 
Phuman Singh Kanvyal (gig-2006), was rencwried in the comimuinicy as a ricer 
and poet whe had a passion for phooography So strong was his hove for oth che 
arcof the camera and his divine ceacher that he opened che Partap Studie in 1954, 

Ic was around 1993 that | recall having had Satguru jis darshan Ccivine sight 
of glimpse) tor the very firse time. lwas mesmensed by his presence, allur- 
ing personality and gentle, but powerful, nature, Aware of ry Fathers lve of 
photography, Satgure fi would often go oo che eporyrniaus studio to have his 
portraic caken. During one partiqular session at the soudio during his last visit 
in 1950. | recall Sri Satguru Ji saying to my father: “Asie bach ke tere kote eithe 
jana? CHow can | sec oyself from you ane your camera? joking aside, he ws, 
of course, lebting my chevout father krewe that he will always foe witht him The 
meticara tle image: (see riage 42) 0nd overs taker al ihe studio are repreduced 
inthis book. These, alone with niimerous other phocographs of Sri Sacmuru Ji 
vitits to East Africa, have been collected from people wito, like me, were witess 
no che magnetic presence of the ereac Guru, the Atal Pratapi (reer glorious’ |, 

The search for material, covering huncrecds of phestograpehs, poems, pacl- 
lshed articles and newspaper cuLLings, spanied fifteen years and cook me across 
the globe — from individual privace collecnons passed down the generations of 
families in Thailand and Ease Africa, co storage archives ac Sri Bhaini Sahib and 
Sri Jivan Magar in India. In undertaking this project, | have come to realise that 
his evenctul life was inciced a ‘picture’ to wanch and cherish. 

Some cf the cates in Che captions are estimates as exact dates could reat be 
verihed. Similarly, | have nor been able co name every individual shown deepice 
ny Dest efforts. Ar che tine of coing co prince the paucty of information for 
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mary of the South bast Asa images has made che idencifcation of individuals, 
locations and danes viroually impossible. Meverchebess, the images haye beer 
nurtbered co allow tor caption: te be prowicleed at a laber late as chis infowrna- 
tion becomes available, cither ina future editien of via an online erracuim. It is 
hoped chat the reader is able te enjoy these wonderful images as chey stand.* 

The captions have been presented in boch English and Punjabi, | have not 
rendered the short selections af Punjabi poecry into Englishas| fel: that a tractsla- 
lian would have been an injustice to the devotional feelings of the exceptional 
Namdhari scholars whe penned these verses. 

Ina life encompassing confinement under a tyrannical British Raj chrenaph 
te the cumultuaus sorugele oo secure India its freedom from calenial rule, Sri 
Satguru fi more than lived up to the many sacrifices of fis predecessors, Sri 
Sarguru Hari Singh Ji and Sri Satmuru Rae Singh Ji, ancl rinerous over mar- 
cys who had kepe aflame the torch of independence. Ic is intended chat the 
visual material presented herein will case chose older and wiser minds, fortunate 
enough to have been personally blessed by Satguru Ji’s glance, back G0 the first 
half of the twenciech-cencury during the most exalted clays caf his heoly life. For 
younger minds, it is hoped that this material provides arnple opportunity to 
carch a divine glimpse of the marvel hav was Sri Sacguru Partap Singh Ji: the 
progressive Chircker; Che pious guide; che divine personality unsurpassed. for his 
contribulears be secery in concemporary history. 

4s the saying goes ‘each picoure cells a story’ and it is my sincere wash thal 
the reader will find something of value in following in che bellowed foreteps 
of Sri Sarguru Parcap Singh Ji’s letus fret, 


Harnider Singh Karmvyval 
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Ouring these Gnane ¥eics Sri Satgqunuli alse tack the opportunity i vist sareals ih Sinpapeate 
and Mahe. The Tire) Devine visit oe Thailand eas yintertakens Lp sea in Derenber 123 and 
eoochided an 24rh January 14; che lose sisi, by aie, was in 18. De Mamdhar. Panch relates 
the recordings of Sri Sziguru dis spritua discourses during the Devine Visits ie uth Eas, Sate, 
Ihe very Drstobatech was made during che tind vise po Thaland on 23rd Movember 194. 
tach spoken ward ¢ a philosophy in imelf being sermocs realeve wit progk: fram Gurharig the 
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In the course of bringeng this enanneaus proce bo is conelusicen, | was ever 
whelmod by the assistance exnended co me from many quarters. This projecc 
waulel not have been possites: without the blessings of Sri Sareuru lagiic Singh |i, 
with SritMata Chand Kaur [i's benevolent inspiration and 5ci Thakur Uday Singh 
ji, who spearheaded this decade-long erecdesaycaur, 

lam deeply indebted ta Sewak Sanc Harpal Singh |i vio painstakingly 
searched chrough the archives ac S7i Bhaini Sahib and Sri jivan Magar. To hin | 
owe a debt of gratiqude for discovering many rare phocographs of Sri Sacmuru 
Partaps Sith |i int becdiy ariel Thailand. fit weren't tor Harpal Singh's effores, cheese 
may have never seen che light of day. 

The photographs of Sri Satur [i's visirs to Fast Alicea hawe been sourced 
from several people who personally received che Guru's blessings im thay pret 
lancl Most of ther photos taken during che chird and fourth visics were snapped 
hy. Pritam Singh Matharu with his sturdy Ralbeities camera. The cask of devel- 
oping and prinking these flrs was performed by my late tacher, Sant Phuman 
Singh Karwal at Partap Studio, which wes named in honour of Sri Sacsuru fi. I 
iponly night co pay homage co these and the mary anonymous photographers 
who collectively documented an important era in Namdhari Sikh histery for 
the benefic of future penerationys, 

Itit a privilege to acknowledge the co-peration of numerous individuals 
wivo treely provided access to photographs fram their peivace albums, helped 
identity scenes and characcers, rendered useful advice and granted permission 
to draw upon their writings and poeory. Prominent arreng them are, Sant Har- 
winder Singh Hanspal, Sardar Jaspal Singh of v's. Barn Singh Pherographers, seth 
Trilok Singh Chawla, Sant Sher Singh Srichawla, Sanc Sanc Avcar Singh Locay, 
Sant Balvinder Singh Banga, Sardar Devineder Sirunh Gill, Harbans Singh Sira ard 
Brothers, Sant Han Singh Bhogal, Sant Jagdish hingh Waryar, Sant Jagir Singh 
Reehal, Sardar Jaswinder Singh Historian, Sanc Jeers) Singh, Sant Kirpal Singh 
Chara, Sacvt Rainer Singh Chana, Sane Swaran Singh Sian, Amari Chandan anced 
fant Tara Singh Anjan. The editors of Serenity’ in Bangkok are oo be thartkes) for 
their unstinting asistince in collating anc cataloguing the Thailand collective, 

There were many others, to curnercas toe mention individually, bur they 
snow who they arc. | must, however acknowledge thease clear friends wha of 
fered their invaluable support chroughout the compilacion af thes bene but 
are no longer with us. Sant Atma Singh Sankhataravi, Or Charinan Singh Chari, 
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Sardar Avtar Singh Agaad, Sant Dalip Singh, Sanc Joginder Singh Gahiy, Sant 
Kharak ngh Bharmrah, Master Nihal Singh, Sat Phuman Singh Kanal, Sant 
Pritam Sieeh Kavi, Sane Ratcan Singh Ghataorke, Sant Yasdey Singh Gharnrah, 
Sart Sarwan Singh Chana, Gian Kaur Chana, Sant Ajit Singh Cheema, Or Aram 
Hamrahi, Or Karam Singh Kapoor ancl Mrs Saar Kaur (ato lace Sardar Bhagac 
Singh Panesar). 

Special thanks gu to Sanc agar Singh ji, Sewak Sant Racchpal Singh |i, 
Sant Sukhpal Singh Bhacti, Rashpal Singh Bhatei, Charanjeey Singh Chana and 
Harminder Singh Chana who herve worker! tirelessly lo bring chis venture to 
fruition. It is an honour to have Mrs Charanjic AjitSingh’s insighttul Farevecored 
gracing this hurnble work. Likewise, | am grateful to che team at Kashi House 
for their contribution to che project led by the tremendous cHorts of Sardar 
Parryjil Singh. would also like co express my thanks to Sant Tarartjeet Senge whi 
has creaced, amongsc others, a wonderful documentary fil “Acal Pracapi -— 4 
Spiritual journey" on Sri Satur Partap Sire Ji" 

When | began compiling the material for this book over hiteen years ago, | 
coll net possibly have conceived it turning suc che way it has, The creclit fos 
Luring my copious research (oomprising ten lever arch flles full of phetographs 
and handwritten captions) inte the superbly designed torne you are neve holding 
oes entirely co che efforts of ome man, Sardar fuga Singh. | would like oo show 
my gratitude te two persons from Thomson Press lnedia Lod, Kapil Raina and 
Tapan Sharma for then excellence in che production of chis book you are fold. 
ing, buffer up thanks co the Almighty for cheir magnificenc inpur, which has, in 
one fall swoog. placed the Namdhari Sikh experience ona word class platform, 

lam indebted to che Wamdhari Sangar uk are the Marmilkian Sangar svorld- 
wicke for all chear support in hrs vero. 

All faults inthe book are mine, while all its praises are reserved entirely tor 
Sri Satpuru Partap Singh fi, 


Harjinder Singh Kanwal 


* Gee wae. Loronjetsinghcom for further detaib abou the Sim. 
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